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I ACTION OF
GENERAL

ASSEMBLY
Oi the Frcliyterian Church £n

Jtejjaid to Charges Against
Her, Dr. McGiflcrt.

THE WHOLE MATTER REFERRED

To lite New York Presbytery tu
Deal With it as it

Deems liest

AFltK ISJulUL 1 UUUb UnbAlt,
"Which Sometimes Partook of
Personalities.Considerable

reeling Displayed.

MINNEAPOLIS. Minn., May 25..In
the hamls of the presbytery of New
York stho fate of Rev. Dr. Arthur C.
McCJisT. rt, professor of church history
In Union Theological seminary, New
York. The general assembly of the
Presbyterian church steered clear, us

it hopes, of the rocks of another heresy
trial when it voted this afternoon, after
a tumultuous and sometimes personal
debate, to refer the whole matter to
tht? presbytery of New York "for such
disposition as in its Judgment the peace
cf the church and the purity of doctrine
may require."
TV flw, Mile- n rwl

tniicee report was announced this aftirrwnby Vice Moderator Dr. L. Y.
Graham, a profound silence held over
the assembly and the packed galleries.
Dr. Wallace Radcllfte, of Washington,chairman of the committee, took

the speaker's platform and read first
that part of the report on which all
members uf the committee agreed. It
was a review of the case and the statemeatof four fundamental doctrines of
th? churches which Dr. McCilfCert's
"History of Christianity In the ApostolicAtfi:" Is held to deny. Next Dr. Hadcllfferead the majority report, and then
it was known at last that there were
to !) ; two reports. This report, which
was ultimately adopted, left the matterto the discretion of the New York
presbytery. The minority report read
by Dr. Benjamin Lewis Hobson, oC Chicago.made it mandatory uuon the
N'.'W York presbytery to appoint a commuteto confer with Dr. McGiffert, and
if he would neither modify his "Views
isor peacefully withdraw from the
church, proceed against him in accordancewith the provisions of the constitutionof the church. That would have
meant a heresy trial. Before taking up
the debate the whole assembly voted for
the preamble on which all agreed. From
this scene of unanimity the aspect was
soon changed to one of tumult.
The majority report with the slight

verbal changes mad? for the sake of
clearness at the end of the discussion,
is a* follows:
"Wo recommend that the whole matterof tho teachings of the hook of Rev.

C. A. McGlffert. D. D., entitled "A Historyof Christianity in the Apostolic
Agep," be referred to the presbytery of
New York, to which belongs the primaryconstitutional responsibility for
such disposition as in its judgment the
peace of the church and the purity of
doctrine may require."
Tho minority of eight set against the

report of the majority of twelve the following:
"We recommend the adoption of the

following:
"The general assembly, while deploringthe controversy occasioned by Dr.

ilcGlffert's writings, hereby direct the
presbytery of New. York, of which he
Is a number, to appoint a committee
to confer with him, and if It should appearto tho presbytery that Dr. McGlffertfails to modify his views so ns to

-Mil muni iu mu manuaruB ot iuu

churches, th«» presbytery is directed to
use every means to induce Dr. McGlffertwithdraw peaceably from the
l'reshyterian ministry. But If he should
r*fUH« to do bo then the presbytery is
directed, us the last resort, to proceed
with ffie case In accordance with the
provisions o( the constitutions of the
cluirrljcH. And in all these proceedings
th.- ;.j sliytery Is to maintain the; spirit

lirlstian kindness and iovo, as well
a.s fidelity to the truth."
"'live the cast* to the presbytery to

flwidf." said Dr. ItadcIIffe, "put the rey!billty where It belongs; surely
diey will attend to it. Let the presbytery<>t Now York attend to its own businessi» it;? own way. Do not order them
t'j d(» bo and ho and make threats

t ljr. AfcClfTert."
l)r. ituifclifT'K Plea.

Continuing, eloquently, In this strain,
Itadfllffq concluded with these

wor-iM "The time has not yet come
Mi'ii the whole autliorlty of the
t'hurvli»»s should be exercised. When
"»« <'»iTimlttee of New York has act»'d,
ami t h«- presbytery, too, then there will

" Miipb* time for the assembly to rev''thy case, I am not a moderate
"'I- rvatlve. T nm no mlddle-of-tho

(onHervfttlve. 1 am a l>r(-*Hbvt«?rlnn.
i''.f relieved from all dlffercnccn iind

nil iint.iKonlumH, wo are all bc"' iiIhkI'roBbytcrlanB. I null you In
Hi- fnt'Tosts «#f tho i>ro«*l»yt*rry of Ntfw
v"rk, or K'-nornl harmony, for tho Bftka
'f ^r'riit. and kIoHoiih pence of tlio
(hiirchoH, for tho Bttko of magnificent
«»l>l'urtunltlf» that llr* hfforo ua.BtronK
'"''I unltr-f].In tho nour future. t'» lvave
"'In r;i«(. hI in ply whore It belonKB, perinlttlnic.In tho fonr of God, the pron' ytoryof New York to attend to Its
'jv.ii bufllnonB."
J'x. livbwti replied to Dr. ltailcllftc

with a speech which was magnificent shfrom an argumentative point of view, cobut vaBtly Inferior to Dr. Radcllffe'u In
p. effect and eloquence. He callcd atten- Cctlon to the fact that Dr, Radcllffo had posaid that Dr. McGlffert was of a aem- cltlnary which did support, and was not Fc
an active pastor. If thut argument ghhad any weight why send the case
down to the presbytery at all? The Blplain fact was that Dr. McGlffert was wj
a member of the church and an or- «pdalned minister, who was under obllga- ]tlons not to preach or teach against onthe doctrinal standards of the church. lmWhere was the threat In the course cj£approved by the minority? In any 0nevent, If Dr. McGlffert refused to modi- pf,fy his views or leave the church there ticmust be a heresy trial. It would be
wiser plalnW to say to Dr. McGlffert: st|"You are a scholar; ull honor to scholars,but the Presbyterian church Is 110 jplace for you. Go where you will be a ,more at home." It had been said that tu,to adopt the minority report would be r
to turn a plowshare through the iNew re;York presbytery. IT such Is the case,
and Dr. McGlffert Is stubborn. It Is goonly a question of time when that plowsharewin have to do Its work. It Is llnsaid that Dr. McGlffert will not fall nto withdraw. "May the Lord put It J.into his head to do ho," but In the L,
meantime here was the spectacle of the fgreat Presbyterian church sitting at the \feet of an individual, and begging him Jujto go, and leave It in peuc?. ,

Dr. Hobson got along^easUy until he
ppi

theology, when he was sharply remindedby Dr. Radcllffe that the assembly Il£*
had already condemned Dr. McGlffert's
theology, and was not conducting a h?0
heresy trial.

"I yield that point." gracefully said reJ
the speaker, but a moment later his, an
time expired. Dr

Host ol' Eacer Talkers. Iia

The leaders having spoken, five minuteseach was given to a host of eager I
talkers. Out of a wrangle as to dls
whether a majority or minority man me
should follow Dr. Hobson, Rev. H. W. |ar
McKlbbin, of Cincinnati, got the lloor. an

"It has been said that there" is 110 wh
unrest In the church," he cried, In a mo
thunderous voice, but before he got fur- tio
ther Dr. Radcllffe sang out that he had rec
simply said that there was no "such tlo
sorlous unrest as had been believed." ori
Taken back for a sccond, Dr. McKlbbencontinued: "Well, I say there Is a(|,
unrest in the church, when In Cincinnati
we have to issue a declaration of belief inin the Deity of God. If there is no
Justlllratlon for a Judicial process, when fh
in God's name will there be a JustlilcaHon?"Ia

"It Is time to close up the ranks and j-Jfor l*resb/terlans to march shoulder to 11

shoulde-." said Dr. W. P. Merrill, a
member or the commitloe. xne mnjorItyrepor*. means harmony and union." T
Like « prophet of old. with beetling W,

brow and hoary hair and beard. Dr. p;l
Dunlop Moor?, of the Presbytery of
Pittsburgh, lifted tip the voice of conservaitlsin.^
"I have read this book," he said. "It

is bad; there are worse, for some books
deny tho authenticity of every one of
the Gospels. Dr. McGiffert questions .'
only sixteen out of twenty-seven. The
book".and the ol l man shook with
feeling."is an abomination before God. 6

Some one has spoken of the kind tone an

or Dr. McGiffert's letter; it gives me rec

no encouragement. If I had Dr. Mc- r<;c

GlfCert here 1 would knock that nonsenseout of his head." ffils Mst'seiitlmentwas liberally applauded. I
"Be patient, brothers: wait yet .a lit- of

tie while." pleaded Drs. Hughes and ,ivGibson, of Philadelphia. speaking for
the majority report.
"Skulkers and cowards to the rear," Inp

shouted Elder Alex. Dixon, of Scran- th»
ton, Pa. nsl

Ilonrctl With Laughter. art

"Then close up. Was there ever a more

beautifully worded letter than that of
this theologian, which says, after all; «m,
'I do as J please, and you can do the ma

other thing.'" And the galleries and
the assembly roared with laughter. ^
"Who has read Dr. McGlffert's book, u1(

anyway?" asked Elder Samuel O. Scott,
of Philadelphia. And the commissioners
looked at each other und- repeated the no
same question. Then, upon tlm plat- i>0form came Dr. J. H. Alcom Shaw, of j,eNew York, u director of Union seminary.Intense silence followed. In that
deep, sonorous voice for which he is
famous, the eloquent minister spoke, ^
while his every word was eagerly mval- fol
lowed as of supreme significance. at
"I dlrapprove of Dr. McGiftert's book," Mo

he said, slowly arid Impressively."There gG(
are many bad things and some good
things in It. I have no sympathy or
patience with It." £0'
"Then, why," broke In Dr. McKlbben.

fiercely, "then why, as a director of 8'°
Union seminary do you keep Dr. McGlffertthere?" J.
Dr. McKlbbon's eyes Hashed lire, and tcc

hls voice was a roar.
"Walt for an explanation. It will

come in time. liave pntience," replied °^
Dr. Shaw, with gn-at calmness. "Vote P'1
for tills majority report, because, first, am
you can trust the church; second, becauseyou can trust Dr. McGlffort. Only
a short time before coming to this conventlonI had a talk with Dr. McGlffert, p
in which I asked him if ho believed In ,

the'Delty of Christ. 'Yes,' was his an-
swer. "Do you believe In the mlracu- !
lous conception?' I asked him next, and
he answered 'Yes.' "

For the next minute Dr. Shaw tried To
In vain to make- himself heard. From I
all sides were shouts of disapproval of f*oi
what appeared to be an npology for Dr. mt
McOJffert. cai

"f mean simply this." continued Dr. tlo
Shaw, when the turmoil had cenaod. (
"tliat I>r. McGlfTert "was honest In his
letter ITo will walk out of the church.
He will say. T will have no stain on \
my conscience of another heresy trlnl."

"Thirdly, I want to say that you can wn

trust the Presbytery of New York. For f«>l
the first time In years we voted together arc
when we voted for Dr. Snmplo for mod- of
erator. There Is a great reaction going
on. On the glow of the new spirituality To
we will do our duty. Leave us free. nn«l T
we will take our stand for tin* right." _r,

MM,.. iilvi »nifil /»«! T1# Ctin... P>>
when he took th" tribune wan nothing r

compared with thnt mighty rattle of *»el
hnndclappfmr t/int Hnlutort his depar- an!
ture.

SpiMiuj* a Sennntlou. ^
Then Klder .Tame?* Yearoanee, of

New York Presbytery Hprnnjr a oensn.tlon.I'ftle with Indention, he de- ^

dared that Dr. Shaw had broken a fo1emnagreement of tin* New York Prew. a.s

bytery that noae of them should npeak Ml
or try to Influence the vole on the quea- to
tlon before the bonne. do]
"Mr. Moderator, Mr. Moderator." It

colled Dr. Shnw(inow thoroughly aroun- No
od. I wlnh to nay Hint there wn« no such ywl
aKreeinent. It was simply understood the
that we should not speak nn represent- Soi
Intr the Presbytery. I npoko only for rlv
mynelf." pi r

"I am Kind to hoar flint explanation," uec
paid Mr. Ycarennec, hut there wo# a
trace of Irony In bin tone, Immediately
after, host ruck Dr. Shaw another blow. \
"Only a twelve-month ufjo." he declared,with jcrent Intensity, "Dr. Shaw ,told me In ii conversation that he lind rHrond Dr. Modlffert's hook, and Haw J,nothing In It to disapprove." '"'M
"I recall no wueh ftntement what- 1,01

ever," pn*«lonatoly exclaimed Dr. Shaw. "O

"Stop It. Kcntloinen, stop it," "onnuich* t'"'
enough," enrw* from fill pnrts of tlio t>xl
houuo. "i. t u!« have no pemonnlltleB,*' l,'r
wild t ho act iij: moderator. "In all man- urr
llucua to God and man, Dr. McGiflfcri tbl

ould resign," said Mr. Yeareance in i

ncluslon.
Dr. John W. Dlnsmore, of San Jose, '

il., spoke briefly for the majority rert.When he was through, the hotxoc
tmored frantically for the question,
ir fully Ave minutes there were mlnjdshouts of "Question," "Vote,"
-ote." and shouts for Dr. D. "\V. F.
rch, of the New York Presbytery, who i
is begging the moderator to let him
oak.
Finally It developed that there were
ly eight mlnutCH'left and Dr. Radcllffc
stlly summed up. Again the house
imored for the question, and Bonn;
e demanded the roll call, but an em- |ntfc "no" vote- disposed of that mo- 1
m. Dr. Hadcllffe moved the major*report. Dr. McKlbben moved to sub-
tule the minority. A parliamentary
nglc followed, with half a dozen
>akers, and numerous motions. But
notion to lay Dr. McKlbben's subtitlteon the table prevailed.
rhen came the vote on the majority
solution.
'The ayes have It," said Dr. Graham,
mebody called for division, for the c
pntlve vote seemed to have large vol- c
ne. But when It camr» to standing
the negative vote, which had given 1

omlse of being almost equal to the a
lrmatlve, dwindled so sadly that the j
v stnnders were laughed at. The maltyshouted for joy. u

s'oxt the vote was made unanimous, e
The one hundred and eleventh as- inbly of the Presbyterian church had
alt with the hardest problem, that
(3 confronted It.
51. Louis will bo tho next place of
iotlnjr. By an overwhelming aye vote
assembly adopted the committee's

>ort In favor of the Compton Avenue
d Washington church of St. Louis.
. \V. H. McKlbben withdrew Clnclntlin favor of St. Louis.

Cumberland Presbyterians?.
DENVER, Col., May 25..Considerable
satisfaction has developed among th?
mberB of the Cumberland PresbyterIgeneral assembly over the ternperceresolutions adopted on Tuesday,
ilch practically pledge the votes of
jmbera of the church to the proliiblnparty. A motion made to-day to
:onsider the vote by which theresolunswere adopted was ruled out of
ler. It Is likely, however, the question
II come up again. A resolution was

plorlng the degeneracy of the age i
this respect, censuring those comssionersof the assembly who took
excursion around the loop last Sun- ^

y and ordering the clerk to secure t
names of such delegates and Inform

?ir presbyteries of their delinquency.
United Presbyterians.

>HTLADELPHIA, Pa.. May I."..Rev.
J. Robinson, D. D., of Allegheny,
wart unanimously elected modera

of the general assembly of the UnllPresbyterian church at to-day's
slon. There wers only two canditesfon the honor. Rev. Dr. Roblni'sopponent wns the Rev. W\ C.
lliom.-:on. of Keokuk, Iowa.
)r. William Reid, of Pittsburgh, who
s held the office of principal clerk
ce 1S7I5, was unanimously re-elected
d Dr. A. G. "Wallace, of Pittsburgh,
relvecl no opposition for the plac* of
:ord c;erk.

Tlie Exeter Disaster.
READING, Pa.. May 25..By direction
the district attorney County DeteceICershner to-day sworo out a waritfor the four Philadelphia & Readrailroadmen who were censured by

? coroner's jury for causing the dls:rouswreck at Exeter. The accused
?: William F. Wlldermuth, engineer
the llrst section; his conductor, A.

Tnmoc T V>,n«rl,n .1n*
[1 Engineer Harry Orreli. of the sec- n
il section. Bail in $1,000 will be tie- r
inded. Members of the Jury expressed ^
» desire that no manslaughter pro

dlngsbe brought against the men. s

<; other legal remedy is charging i
m with a misdemeanor. The net of p
ireh 22, 1S65. says the penalty shall j,t exceed $5,000 line and imprisonment
L exceeding live years. Trainmaster
wers, who was also censured, will
prosecuted In Philadelphia. ^
Admiral lvautz Coming Home. e

VASHINGTON, D. C., May 23..The n

lowing cablegram has been received 'u
the navy department dated Apia, t«

ty 16, 1S?9, via Auckland: s
;retary Navy, Washington.
Jadger arrived on May 13. The Phlla[phlawill leave so ns to reach San
anclsco about .Tune 25. The commls- a
n may desire to return on the Badger, n

KAUTZ. gUlmlral ICnutz will return to the X'nl- ,States with the Philadelphia. The
Kshlp will be replaced at Apia by v
> cruLser Newark, which is as formld- c
!e in every respect as the Phlladel- .

la, having been recently overhauled,
il« Is In shape for long service, r

K
Victoria is Grateful.

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 25..The n
osldent this evening received the fol- ci-ing cablegram from Queen Victoria
response to his message of contrrat-
itlons: 3

WINDSOR. Mny 23. t
the- President of the United States. u
am deeply touched by the words of a

ur telegram of congratulation. From
: heart I thank you and the Amerlipeople fur the sentiments of affec- 1
n and good will therein expressed. r
Signed.) V. It. I. t,
Cheerful lleport From Wood. o

VASHINGTON. D. C., Mny 23..The J
r department to-night received the o

lowing message from General Loon- n
1 Wood, In command of the province
Santiago:

SANTIAGO, May 25.
the Secretary of War:
ust returned1 from Inspection of
nclpal Interior towns on north const
s department. People nt work.no hun\no application for pcr»ontil nsslstcqduring trip; people absolutely
let; no Cuban troops underarms anyerein province; no brigandage.
Signed.) WOOD.

President's Western Trip.
VASHINGTON. May 1'5. President
iKlnley has positively decided to go
far west this summer as St. Paul and
nnenpolls, but whethor he will go on c
»aiu . v..uiinium. lit IV *11111 I III! CUildl
)enda upon clrrumstuncnH such
Ih now ImpoRslble tu make a decision. v
r la the date or his visit to St. Paul

L decided. Hp lntcniln to bo there at ^time the Thirteenth Minnesota, tin?
nth Dakota and other regiments ar- y
v on their return from t li«r Philip- ,,
ies, when a great reception will he 0:ordeil them. I,

President's Contribution. !
VAB111NGTON, May 2.'...Acting See- K
ary Cortelyoti to-day called upon An- I;
taut Secretary Vandorllp. chnlrman n

the Dewey home fund, and placed In t
hands a cheek from the President,

istltutlng Mr. McKlnley'M eontrlhuiit<» the fund. In doing ho Mr. Cortyouconveyed t«» Mr. Vniiilerllp the tl
iresslon of the President's deep InestIn the undertaking and Ids plens
In contributing with the people to n

a testimonial to Admiral Vawey.. e

CONFERENCE
OF DEMOCRATS.

(lumbers of National Committee
Consider the Condition of

the Party.

METHODS OF WORK DISCUSSED
Ynd not a Single Reference to
Party Policy Made.Another

Meeting in July.
ST. LOUIS, Mo., May 23..When the

:onferenqe of members of tlie Dcmoiratlcnational committee adjourned
his afternoon at G:30 it had taken no
ction regarding the policy of the party
n the coming presidential campaign,
ind planks for the platform were not
ven discussed. The meeting from first
o last was one of discussion regarding
nethods of work of next year and the
vaya and means by which this work
ould best bo accomplished. All memberswere urged to see that the organl:atlonof the party In their respective
tates Is perfected as soon as possible,
md all preparations be made for the
ight. The matters of anti-trust," "antimperlalism"and sliver were not touchdupon. No action was taken regardingthem and no recommendations were
nade. The next meeting of the comnltteewill probably be held In Chicago
n July 20, and Chairman Jones, of the
latlonal committee, has been asked to
all a formal meeting for that date. Tt
3 expected that at this meeting deflnteaction will be taken and tlie queslonof what Is to be the rallying cry
f the Democracy in the fall of 1900 will
>e determined,
Mr. Bryan acted as proxy tor J. M.

Voods, of South Dakota, during the
lme that he was in the meeting.

"Who "Were Present.
The committeemen present were:

Henry D. Clayton, Alabama; Thomas
\ McRae, Arkansas; Adair Wilson,
Colorado; Alexander Troop, Connectlut;Clark Howell, Jr., Georgia; Thomi«jr*ol»?.Tl Til nnlc n CV,n«l,lln

ndlana; C. A. Walsh, Iowa; Judge
ohnson, Kansas; Urey Woodson, Kenucky;T. D. O'Brien, Minnesota; W.
J. Sullivan, Mississippi; W. J. Stone,
tissouri; W. II. Thompson, Nebraska;
oseph Daniels, North Carolina; J. M.
irillln, Pennsylvania; James M. Woods,
Jouth Dakota; James M. Head, Tentessee;James J. Dudley, Texus; Peter

Otey, Virginia; John T. McGraw,
Vest Virginia; W. N. Holllday, Wyomng;Thomas Marcum, Indian Territory.
Governor Stone stated the object of
he meeting as set out In the call. He
/as then elected chairman. Mr. Walsh
t'as in ills place as secretary.
J. M.. Griflln, of Pennsylvania, who

i*as present as proxy for CommlttefcinnHarrlty, of that state, made a total
eprescntation of twenty-three states.
Committeeman Stone, of Missouri, preided,and Immediately after calling the
neeting to order announced that reiorts-of organizations and conditions
a the different states were desired:

Were Not Touched Unon.
One by one the representatives of the
Afferent states outlined the conditions
xlstlng at home, and the reports were

ccepted without recommendations of
ny kind. Not one of the speakers
ouched upon the trusts, imperialism or
liver.
After the committee had been In sesionan hour Mr. Brynn was Introduced
nd made a short address, urging the
nembers to look closely after the oranlzationsIn their states and suggestugthat strong efforts be made to proIdea campaign fund for the coming
ampalgn. lie made no specific suggeslons,merely talking In a general way
egardlng the great advantage of oranlzatlon.
The fight of tlie Illinois Democracy
gainst Editor Devlin, of the national
ommlttee press bureau, was taken up
iy Committeeman Gahan, of Illinois.
Ie made a vigorous speech, claiming
lint Devlin had acted against the reglarDemocratic organization In.Illinois
nd that he be removed. A motion was

arrled appointing a committee of three
o investigate the Devlin matter and
eport to Chairman .Tones upon his reurnfrom abroad. Mr. Stone appointed
n tlu' committee of investigation Mr.
ohnson, of Kansas, and Mr. Daniels,
f North Carolina, the third man to be
umed later.

Bryan ami Altgchl.
Mr. Bryan said at the conclusion of
he conference: "I nm satisfied that
;rent good has come from thin meetnnand thr.t the Democracy will be In
better position to make tho tight In

he ocmlrg eiectlon than it has ever
eon. It was not designed that nnyaclonshould he taken at thin meeting,
t wns called for tho aolo purpose of
citing an Insight Into the condltlonn
ii the different state* and urging those
h.it have In any N*n,v allowed their oranlr.atlojiato lap»e from what It should
>e, to get to work at once with the
bject of putting matters Into the host
ondltlon before the rerlous work of
ext year.
Kx-Qovernrr Altgeld expressed views
linllar to those of Brynn. It cannot be
nlnnuld that there Is a strong unercurrentof feeling among the memeraof the national committee that slierflhoujd not be ftlvun the exceedingly
romlnent place that It held In the Inst
ampalgn. It may be one of the leadin-foil uriwt .if t hit tOii'f.irm l.nt

pclare openly that they think tlmt
li' r<» lire other thlngA that Hhouid be
Iven as much Importance In the dcciratlonK<if tho party na (diver and one
f thane Hint llntlM the mont favor with
hem is "antl-truBt."

Antl-Trnut Ilumiiict.
ST. LOTUS, May ilfi,.Promptly at 0:43

lilii evening the oatoror'ft direction l>otI
nap, the band struck up "The Stum
nd StrlpoH Purover," an army of waliraiadencd .with viand#, appeared and

the mammoth Democratic antitrust
banquet was on, while the 1,445 banquetersseated at the tables broke Into
a tremendous cheer, rising In a body
and waving the small hands lings that
have betn provided at each cover.
Several speeches were made during

the evening, Including one by W. J.
Bryan attacking all kinds of trusts.

PEACE CONFERENCE.
Committee on Laws of "Warfare
Strikes a Difficult Problem In ProposedMoillllcuiions of Geneva Convention.
THE) HAGUE, May 25..Both sections

of the commlttce on the laws of warfareof the peace conference met separatelyto-day and began the examinationof the subject submitted to them,
the Red Cross section discussing paragraphAve and paragraph six, of the
circular of Count Muravleff, Russian
minister of foreign affairs and the
Brussels conference section discussing
paragraph seven.
Both sections met subsequently and

discussed the question of competcnce,
as regards the scheme for the revision
of the Geneva convention, known as
the Morgnlor scheme. The Morgnler
scheme comprises modifications of the
Geneva convention In connection with
wounded nnd sick prisoners, members
of the military hospital service, convoysfor the''wounded, ambulances,
hospitals, profierty belonging -to neutralizedpersons, religious and medical
staffs and kindred subjects. The scheme
applies equally to kind and sea warfare.

It was proposed to submit the scheme
to another committee for revision and
the question was then raised whether
the conference was competent to deal
with the matter. Those who took a
negative view argued, that the conferencehad decided In principle and all
the governments represented had agreed
that nothing should be submitted to
the conference beyond the eight points
In the circular of Count Muravieff. They
contended that If the conference once
infringed this rule, a precedent would
be created leading to numerous dllllculties.Including probably the springing
of the Armenian. Macedonian and similarquestions upon the conference.

It was also pointed out by the opponentsof the proposal to refer that Inasmuchas the- Morgnler scheme dealt
mostly with the wounded and with
hospitals it would be Impossible to dls-
cuss tiie proposed- modifications V>fCectivelywithout the co-operation of doctorswho alone would be capable of
deciding! many of the points In Issue.
As a matter of fact there Is no man of
medical training; among the delegates.
The committee finally adjourned with-

out reaching il decision.
There Is no truth in the statement

that a proposal has been submitted to
the conference -to abrogate the provisionsof the declaration of Paris 183G regardingthe protection of private prop,
erty In time of war.

Not Opposed to Arbitration.
BERLIN, May 25..The Berliner

Neuesten Nachrichten In an editorial
denying that Germany Is opposing the
Idea of an arbitration tribunal at the
.peace conference, suggests that the
attitude of Great Britain and the TJnlted'States*In recent yenrs ns shown by
the Venezuelan and Alaskan disputes
has not been favorable to arbitration,
although, as the paper says, "they are
now posing as their special champions."

Recent. Charters Issued.
Special Dispatch to tho Intelligencer.
CHARLESTON. IV. Va., May 25..A

charter was Issued to-day to the BelmontLight and Power Company, of
Wheeling, with a capital of {300. 30 per
cent of 'this amount was paid in. Sharc6
are $30 each, and are held by JosephClements, Cimrles lto.sKcr. John T.
Fl.vnn, and Thomas E. Shelly, of Hellalre.Ohio, and S. F. Gerrlck, of Wheeling,W. Va.
A charter was also issued to the Wild

Cat Oil Company, of Slstersvllle, with
a capital of 510,000, 10 per cent of which
has been paid In. The shares are $500
each, and are held by W. A. Wright J.
N. Gold, A. C. Jamison, C. W. Grler, J.
E. NefY. H. K. Wilson. E. P. II. Wells
and others, all of Sistersvllle.

Mad Dog; Scaro.
Special Dispatch to the IntclllRenccr.
IIUNTIXGTON, W. Va., May 23..The

little town of RlMd, this county, is all
torn up over a mad dog panic. Several
dogs here died from rabbles, contracted
from the bite of a dog, which went mad
laat March, and a number are expected
daily to be s«lzed with the malady.
Rev. Millard Hay had to kill a fine mule
and cavo the other one of the span
away, knowing that they had both been
bitten. TJils is near the communitywhere Mrs. Keyser was bitten three
years apo and after having been sent
»."» thn Pnalolti- InclUniA *

supposed to have been cured, she af-
terwards died. This latest outbreak la
within four miles of this city.

Charles Town Points
Special Dispatch to tho Intelligencer.
CHARLES TOWN, W. Va., May

A corporation election for three coun-
cllmen was held in this plnce to-day,
and resulted as follows:

First ward, A. Schultt?; Second ward,J. F. Welter; Third ward, T. C. Green,all the parties being Democrats.
Mies Rossjo 11. Crane, a handsome

young lady, and daughter of Mr. JosephCrane, of this plnce, was married yes tordnyIn Washington, to Mr. CS. E.
Hliich, of Tennessee. The bride is well
known In Roanoke, near which city she
formerly resided. She Is n society belle,
and has resided In this place with her
father, who came here from Roanoke.

Paris Still St irks,
COVERACK, Cornwall, My 2,i.Anattempt to tloat the American line

steamer Paris, which has been fast on
the rocks off Lowland's Point, since
early Sunday morning last, took place
at .1 o'clock this morning, without re-
suit.
The position of the steamer has not

altered, but the conditions are looked ,

upon as being less favorable.
Another attempt to Iloat the Paris

will be made this afternoon. Her foreholdswill be pumped dry and the two
nfterhohlH will be filled with water so iib
to till the steamer. A moderate wind la
blowing. 5

Flv<? powerful tug.« tried to pull oft'
the Paris, but she was not moved. More *

coal Is being Jettisoned from her bunk- «
ors and another effort to lloat her will
be made at daybreak.

(Serinnn Masons Moot.
DETROIT, Mich.. May 25..'The circle

of German-American Freo .Mason i
lodges, representing some lfl.000 Masons
of Herman birth or parentage, lurid lt:i
third annual convention In the Masonic
Temple auditorium. The session, which
was secret, was devoted largely to re-
ports of oflleero and committees, and a j
general discussion of the fraternity's In- 1
tercata.

A DISASTROUS
CONFLAGRATION.

St Johns, New Brunswick, Sits,
tuins a Terrible Visitation.Fit'

teen Blocks arc Burned

INVOLVING A $500,000 LOSS.
One Thousand Persons Rendered

Homeless, Majority of Them
Laboring People.

ST. JOHNS, N. B., May 25.-Flrc that;broke out In a building adjoining: tbo
general warehouse of P. Naae & Sons,
Main street, North End, this afternoon,
did enormous damage. A leading un-
uerwrlter estimates the lose at $500,000
and insurance at $300,000. For several
hours the lire's progress was unchecked.Insufficient water supply, a
long term of dry weather and a brisk
gale contributed to cause a conflagrationwhich for a time threatened annihilationto the wooden district where
It originated.
Lute to-night, however, the flro ha&

died out and there is no fear of any furtherloss.
Tenants of houses either on fire or in

immediate danger moved out their furnitureand piled it in places of supposed
safety, only to see It burned on the
street, or to be compelled to move It
again. Piles of goods heaped upon tho
wharves, at first deemed secure, soon
began to smoulder and blaze, Ignited
by the fierce heat.
At 3 o'clock the wharves and ware*

houses of the Star lino tnnk fW

several of the steamers arriving from
up-river had to dock elsewhere.
At 5 o'clock the destruction of several

buildings on Main street by the use
of dynamite stayed the progress of the
Haines along the line of the street railway,and the firemen were able to direct
their efforts more particularly to the
district north of Main street, and Includingblocks of dwellings bounded by
Victoria, Metcalf, Bridge, Holly, Cunardand Albert streets.
The area burned over comprises fifteenblocks, and the buildings destroyed

uumber 150.
The district ravaged by the fire was

composed largely of tenement houses,
and probably 1,000 persona are horseless,a majority of thein laboring people.
Two deaths are to be set down to the

fire. A Miss Cunard, an aged lady residingon Holly street, was burned in
her house, and Mrs. Arnold Morey, who
resided a short distance from the scene
died from shock.

NATIONAL TUBE COMPANY
Effects an Organization.Capitalized
at $80,000,000 .Wheeling roon
Elected Officers.
NEW YORK, May 25..The organirationof the National Tube Company was

consummated to-day b&* the election of
the following board of directors: Joshua
Ithodes, J. J. Vandergrlft, William B.
Rhodes, F. J. Hearne, J. N. Vance, John
Eaton, Francis L. Potts, F. R. Tobey,
Jonathan Rowland, Daniel O'Day, A.
S. Matheson, O. C. Barber, Henry AIrd,
John Don, Edmund C. Converse, HoraceCrosby, William Nelson Cromwell,
D. W. Hitchcock, A. F. Luke and W. J.
Curtis.
Theso officers were elected: President,E. C. Converse; chairman of the

board, Joshua Rhodes; first vice president,F. J. Heorne; second vice president,Horace Crosby; third vice president,Francis L. Potts; general manaI'nrA C

The treasurer has not yet been elect*
ed, but the place has been offered to Mr.
Luke, of Boston.
The capitalization of the company,?SO,000,000, was fixed- upon the baals of*

the appraisement of the thirteen propertiesabsorbed. Half the total amount,
will be In 7 per cent cumulative preferredstock, and the other half In common
stock. J. P. Morpan & Company will'
finance the company, which will havo
Its main offices In tills city, and manufacturingheadquarters at Pittsburgh.

AMALGAMATED ASSOCIATION.
Tin Plato Scale Advanced 20 Per

ccnt.Manufacturers to Confer.
DETROIT, Mich., May 25..Committeesfrom the Iron and steel manufacturersto confer with the Amalgamated

Association wage committee arrived
arrived to-day. The first conference
will be held to-morrow.
This afternoon was spent by the manufacturers'committee in looking over

the scales, but they refused to make
any comment upon them. The radicals
of the Amalgamated convention havo
prevailed .throughout In the mutter of
higher wage scales, still the prices and
outlook for business In the Iron and
iteel Industries Is to favorable that lit-

schedules with the manufacturers.
The tin plate scale wns to-day nil

vaticed twenty per ocnt by the AmalgamatedAssociation.

Movements ofSteamships.
ROTTERDAM Amsterdam, New

fork via Houlogne.
RREMEN.Lahn. New York, via

Cherbourg nn»l Southampton.
AVenther Forecast for To-day.

For West Virginia.Fair Friday nnA
Saturday; southerly winds.
For Western Pennsylvania and Ohio

-Fair Friday; probably showers Saturday;brisk southerly winds.
I/oeal Temperature.

Tim temperature yesterday, ns observed
L»y C. Sehnepf, drucKlst, corner Market
md Fourteenth streets, was n« follows:
7 a. 571 3 p. in 73

1' a. !£} .;,' !n"J
2 o|Weather tulr.

Unrlirht Piano for Snle.
j\x\ up-to-ilato piano, beautiful ebonscilcane, 7 1-3 octavos, looks like now.
or $14.1. IncluilluK .-<w>ol and cover. If
on are thinking of buying a piano,
lere lu your chance.

F. W. BAUMEU CO.


